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BY DENIS HOUSE
EDITOR@LEBANONENTERPRISE.COM

The 2021 Kentucky Kids Count 
County Data Book was released 
last week, and for the most part, 
Marion County fared well in the 
results.

The book looks at Economic 
Security, Education, Health and 
Family and Community and exam-
ines data disaggregated by race/
ethnicity, the impacts of systemic 
racial injustice on children and fam-
ilies, and solutions to advance racial 
equity so that every child can thrive.

“This time last year, we wrote 
about the dual pandemics of 
COVID-19 and racial injustice,” said 
Dr. Terry Brooks, executive direc-
tor of Kentucky Youth Advocates. 
“While it’s easy to feel like we’re 
treading water on both fronts, the 
reality is that we must continue to 
learn, to dialogue with each other, 
and build the bridges that will 
carry us towards the vision of mak-
ing Kentucky the best place to be 
young. We know that the impacts of 
discriminatory practices, exacerbat-
ed by the COVID-19 pandemic, will 

take sustained and focused efforts 
to overcome. So, in this year’s book 
we are diving into data by race for 
each key arena of child well-being 
to help inform the newly created 
Commission on Race and Access 
to Opportunity and identify some 
clear policies that would lead to 
more equitable outcomes for chil-
dren across the Commonwealth.”

The 31st edition of this publica-
tion also features the latest data on 
17 measures of child well-being, 
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ONLINE: 
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Poll shows social media’s draw
Facebook is the clear winner when it comes to people   
checking their social media platforms often, according to a 
new AP-NORC Center poll. 

Percentages for those who responded “never” or who said they did not 
have accounts for these social media platforms are not included. Results 
based on interviews with 1,140 U.S. adults April 11-16. Margin of error is  
± 4 percentage points for the full sample, higher for subgroups.
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Data shows Marion, like state, 
has room for improvement

2021 KENTUCKY KIDS COUNT COUNTY DATA BOOK

BY DENNIS GEORGE
DGEORGE@LEBANONENTERPRISE.COM

This is a success story.
It could be a story about the Marion County 

Detention Center, one of the few of its kind in 
Kentucky that provides aftercare treatment to state 
inmates fighting substance abuse.

Or it could be a story about the Lebanon Water 
Works, one of the local entities to bring those 
inmates on site to work.

Instead, yes, this is a success story, but it is one 
about Aaron Dorris, a Bowling Green native who 
went through that treatment program and worked 
at the water treatment plant.

But, more importantly, it is his success story and 
how he had the intestinal fortitude to pull himself 
away from his checkered past and become so 
valuable to the Lebanon Water Work Company that 
they offered him full-time employment, even after 
he had finished his sentence at the local jail and 
moved back to Bowling Green.

Dorris had no idea where Lebanon was when 
he was sentenced to seven years at the detention 

Dorris rebuilds life 
with job in Lebanon

Photo by Lebanon Tourist & Convention Commission
Aaron Dorris checks the water quality at the plant. Dorris went through a program while 
serving time in the Marion County Detention Center to help him turn his life around.

Photo by Lebanon Tourist & Convention 
Commission

Aaron Dorris goes over some 
paperwork for his job with Leba-
non Water Works.

BY DAVID NERI
DNERI@LEBANONENTERPRISE.COM

B R A D F O R D S V I L L E 
— Despite some initial 
changes to the timetable 
for Bradfordsville’s sewer 
project once Kenvirons 
Inc. took it over in October, 
the updates to the sewer 
treatment plant and lines 
should finish up in around a 
month, according to Senior 
Engineer and Project Man-
ager Phillips Meador when 
spoken to last week.

“The plant had been in 
operation for 30 years, is 
my understanding,” said 
Meador. “It is just one of 

Kenvirons 
takes over 
sewer and 
highway 
program

BRADFORDSVILLE

BY DENIS HOUSE
EDITOR@LEBANONENTERPRISE.COM

With next year’s election 
looming, the new for new voting 
machines was the main topic at 
the Nov. 18 meeting of the Mari-
on County Fiscal Court.

County Clerk Chad Mattingly 
informed the court that the State 
Board of Elections has approved 
the minimum disbursement of 
$2,200 per precinct for counties 
that purchase election equip-
ment for use in the 2022 election 
cycle. For Marion County, that 
would be a reimbursement of at 
least $37,400.

“We can purchase the equip-
ment this year and be reim-
bursed in February,” Matting-
ly said. “To qualify, the Fiscal 
Court must sign an agreement 
with the State Board of Elec-
tions to purchase the machines 
and to sue the machines in the 
2022 election cycle.”

Mattingly said the current 
machines, while working fine, 
will probably have to be replaced 
in 2-3 years due to their age 
and the type of machines not 
being made anymore, which 
would mean getting parts would 
become harder and harder 
should one break down.

Fiscal Court 
discusses 
need for 

new voting 
machines

DENIS HOUSE/The Lebanon Enterprise
County Clerk Chad Mattingly 
addresses the Marion County Fiscal 
Court at the Thursday meeting on 
purchasing new voting machines.

BY DAVID NERI
DNERI@LEBANONENTERPRISE.COM

A tree has gone up in the 
lobby of the Marion County 
Animal Shelter, a few weeks 
ahead of many buildings in 
Lebanon, but unlike many 
around town, this tree is 
more than just decoration. 
As an Angel Tree, rather 
than traditional ornaments, 
the seasonal  mainstay 
instead holds descriptions 
of various items, ranging 
from food to toys, needed 
by the shelter’s occupants.

According to Director 
Candi Taylor, she came 

Animal 
Shelter 

raises Angel 
Tree, asks 

for support
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center after being convicted of his fourth 
DUI offense. His only knowledge was 
one you might expect. Norris knew there 
were lots of distilleries in the area.

He did know that he wanted to take 
advantage of every opportunity available 
to reduce his sentence. That is why he 
worked in a GED tutoring program and 
why he worked in the kitchen at the 
jail. And when possible, because of his 
seniority and his good behavior, he also 
signed up to work in the community.

“Aaron was a Class D low custody 
inmate which is level one or two,” said 
Barry Brady, the Marion County jailer. 
“He was housed in the low custody part 
of the jail. These are the guys you see 
around in khaki uniforms doing work at 
the park or on the garbage truck.”

Dorris wanted more than just an 
opportunity to be outside. He wanted 
to learn a trade, and when another 
inmate talked about working at the water 
treatment plant, he jumped at the chance 
when someone was needed there.

“When I was in Bowling Green, I was 
working at a place that grades the land 
in new neighborhoods,” he said. “They 
didn’t do anything with the water itself. 
They made sure the water drained like it 
was supposed to and I thought that was 
interesting.”

He didn’t just mow grass and run 
errands on site when he got to the 
treatment plant. Dorris gathered water 
samples that needed to be tested. He also 
watched the testing process and kept 
asking questions and wanted to know 
more about it.

“Every time that I would go out there, 
I could tell he knew exactly what to do 
and you could tell that he liked doing 
the work,” said Daren Thompson, the 
operations and management supervisor 
at the water company. “He wanted to 
know what those numbers meant. “He 
wasn’t a licensed operator, but you could 
ask him questions and he could answer 
them because he listened and he was a 
quick study.”

That was a big jump for a man who was 
kicked out of his high school for skipping 
60 days of classes in the first half of one 
school year.

“I had to go to an alternative school,” 
Dorris said. “I was trying to get out of 
school as fast as I could.”

F I N D I N G  H I S  W A Y
At the detention center, he took a 

different approach, taking so many 
classes that his seven-year sentence was 
reduced by more than half. One was the 
Sacramento Water Treatment Operator 
#1 class offered by California State 
University.

That put him on the road to becoming 
a licensed operator.

“The class was worth six months 
of experience toward his Class 1 
certification,” said Mandy Spalding, 
plant operator at the water plant. “He 
was able to get that through the REACH 
(Re-Entering American Communities 
with Hope) program at the jail, and then 
two more by working for us.”

With no jobs available at the water 
plant, Dorris went back to Bowling Green 
in October of 2019, finding work driving 
a forklift and later working at a Toyota 
dealership.

Spalding wrote letters to several utility 
companies in Bowling Green, but to no 
avail.

“I knew with my background that not 
many places would hire me,” Dorris said. 
“I had pretty much burned every bridge 
that I’d ever gotten from somebody 
helping me to get a job by sticking their 
neck out.”

He still had that nagging desire to work 
for a water company and paid $250 of 

his own money to take a test that would 
improve his status as an operator.

“I almost passed it, missing it by a few 
points,” he said.

He stayed in touch with his friends in 
Lebanon as they served as a reminder of 
the trip that he had taken to rebuild his 
life but wondered if he was relegated to 
temporary jobs for the rest of his life.

“I thought I was kind of stuck to 
temporary agencies because that’s really 
the only way you can get your foot in the 
door anymore,” Dorris said.

When a job opened up at the treatment 
plant in 2020, it didn’t take long for 
Spalding to make a call to Bowling 
Green.

“I hadn’t been working here very long 
when he went back to Bowling Green,” 
she said. “I was impressed in that time 
how he went above and beyond what 
he had to do. He got along so well with 
everyone out here. When the job came 
open, every single one of the operators 
were like, ‘You need to call Aaron.’ We 
knew we wanted to hire him.”

L E A V I N G  H O M E  
T O  C O M E  H O M E

Dorris was living in Bowling Green 
with his wife and daughter and with 
extended family nearby. He had to decide 
if he wanted to pack up his bags and leave 
the only community he had lived in.

It wasn’t just the opportunity to work at 
the water plant that helped him make the 
decision.

“When I was in the detention center, 
and I was coming out to work, they didn’t 
treat me like an inmate,” he said.

“They just treated me normally like I’d 
never been in trouble before. They didn’t 
pass judgment on me.”

He knew the job offered him a chance 
to rebuild his life away from some of the 
temptations of his past. Not only that, 
“this was a good job,” he said.

His wife thought it was a good time 
to leave Bowling Green, but even then, 
there were obstacles to overcome. With 
no driver’s license because of his previous 
arrests, the family had to find a place to 
live close enough to the plant so that he 
could walk to work. He is living near the 
store in Calvary, only a few minutes away. 
His wife found a job at TG, and life is good 
for the Dorris family.

Aaron is working toward his Class 3 
certification, a process that has been 
slowed down because of COVID.

“He’s pretty much capable of running 
the plant by himself,” Thompson said. 
“We just have to have someone within 30 
minutes of the plant right now.”

S E V E R A L  
S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S

This has been a success story.
It’s the success story of programs for 

inmates, and it makes Barry Brady realize 
what makes his job worthwhile.

“What Aaron has done is wonderful,” 
he said. “The most rewarding part of 
my career is focused on recovery and 
treatment for individuals that are broken 
or trapped in addiction.”

It’s the success story of entities who 
will realize that people can change and 
make a difference.

“Over time you can really see what 
somebody’s character was like,” 
Thompson said. “Everybody makes 
mistakes. Some mistakes are bigger than 
others. But Aaron understood that, and 
he wanted to make a change in his life. 
And he did. We’re glad he came back.”

But in the end, it is a success story 
about Aaron Dorris and those who will 
walk in his shoes.

“I think it’s important to encourage 
them (inmates) and let them know that 
you can still get a good job out here,” 
he said. “Often times, they lose their 
confidence in there. I’m beginning to 
see the longer I’m staying out of trouble, 
the more doors open and the more 
opportunities there are for you.”

DORRIS
FROM PAGE A1

upon the idea from seeing 
online angel trees posted 
by other shelters as an 
alternative to their previ-
ous years’ wish lists, but 
felt a physical tree would 
give interested members 
of the community the 
opportunity to visit the ani-
mals themselves.

“I’ve seen some other 
shelters try online as the 
years pass and I thought it 
would be great for commu-
nity involvement,: said Tay-
lor. “Usually around Christ-
mas time people call and 
say ‘Hey, how can I help 
the animals, what can we 
do?’ We used to put up a 
wish list and people would 
get over whelmed with 
the wish list because they 
didn’t know what to buy, so 
I thought this would be a 
good opportunity for com-
munity involvement, get 
people to visit the shelter 
and allow people to help 
the animals.”

Those inspired by the 
upcoming holidays next 
month will have the oppor-
tunity to take one of the 
tree’s angels, buying and 
delivering the item listed, 
which will then be placed 
under the tree for the staff 
to open alongside the 

animals come Christmas 
morning. These items can 
run the range from essen-
tials to toys for the cats and 
dogs that currently inhabit 
the shelter.

“One of the ornaments 
might say: ‘Cat toy’ or 
‘blanket’ or ‘dog food’ just 
the various things that 
would be needed to take 
care of the animals here 
at the shelter, whether it 
be basic needs or enrich-
ment,” said Taylor. “People 
can come in and take an 
ornament and buy what-
ever is on the ornament 
then bring it back and put 
it underneath the tree.”

According to Taylor, 
the holiday season often 
means a higher influx of 
animals into the shelter, 
making the support of the 
community all the more 
important as winter begins 
to set in. While the shelter 
has seen a few adoptions 
and is able to ship a few 
dogs north to Canada each 
month, in partnership with 
the volunteer organization 
Niagara Dog Rescue, the 
shelter still contained 39 
dogs and 80 cats according 
to the October edition of 
their monthly newsletter, 
published towards the end 
of a given month. Addition-
ally, Taylor noted that this 
time of the year also brings 
with it an unfortunate side 
ef fect for shelters like 

hers, increased numbers 
of animals to house com-
bined with a general drop 
in adoption rates, which 
compounds upon the chal-
lenges of recent events and 
preparations for readying 
the shelter for the winter 
months.

“Intake is usually up 
during the holidays unfor-
tunately, and there is usual-
ly less adoption,” said Tay-
lor. “We do a lot with res-
cues since COVID, since 
ever ything is opening 
up from COVID we have 
seen a high flux of intake, 
that has been across the 
nation, so rescues are full 
and shelters are full. We 
are all just working togeth-
er, trying to do the best we 
can for the animals. We do 
send dogs every month to 
Canada and we are send-
ing a bit further west and 
we are reaching as far as 
we can to find homes for 
as many of them as we 
can.”

For those interested in 
giving to a good cause this 
holiday season or are inter-
ested in adoption, the Mar-
ion County Animal Shelter 
is located at 1105 HWY 208 
in Lebanon and is open 
between the hours of noon 
to 4 p.m. on weekdays. 
They can also be reached 
by phone at (270) 692-0464 
or email at animal.shelter@
marioncountyky.gov.

SHELTER
FROM PAGE A1

Sharp 2 story
brick home
located 212
W e s t s i d e
Drive. Home
has large well
l a n d s c a p e d
lot, 24 x 30

detached garage/shop. Home has entry foyer, dining
room, large eat in kitchen, huge nice living room with
fireplace and cathedral ceiling, guest half bath, large
master suite with full bath and walk in closet, utility room,
large patio and attached 2 car garage on first floor.
Upstairs finds 2 bedrooms, full bath and bonus room
could be 4th bedroom. Home has 2500 sq. ft. +/- of living
area, attached 2 car garage, 2 car detached garage and
great location. Call or text Monty at 270-402-1176. #4302.

Super sharp move in ready home with all the latest colors
and modern touches. Home has large lot, full basement,
attached garage and totally updated décor. Home has
large open concept living room - kitchen - dining,
3 bedrooms, modern updated bath, utility hook ups, front
porch, and super nice new deck. Located 1870 St. Rose
Road. Call or text Monty 270-402-1176. Listing #4305

60 X 60 SHOP SITTING ON 1.89 ACRES
M/L IS LOCATED AT 3491 ST. ROSE
RD. THIS SHOP BUILDING WAS BUILT
WITH THE BEST. HAS 6 INCH CONCRETE
FLOORS, 18 FT CEILINGS WITH 36 INCHES
OF INSULATION. THE WALLS ARE ALSO
VERY WELL INSULATED. BUILDING ALSO
HAS 6 OVERHEAD DOORS ( 5 - 12 X 16 & 1
- 10 X 12 ). SHOP IS WIRED FOR WELDERS
AND A STOVE, PLUS HAS A SEPTIC SYS-
TEM AND WATER. THIS BUILDING OFFERS
MANY, MANY USES. CALL MILE HOWARD
AT 270-402-3780 OR JERRY TUTT AT
270-692-8886 FOR MORE INFORMATION
TODAY. #4298

WATCH FOR DETAILS
(5) 2022 FARM
AUCTIONS

NEW UPCOMING AUCTIONS
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LOCATED: 1155 HAGAN SCHOOL HOUSE RD.
HOLY CROSS, KY

MARY MARGUERITE HAGAN ESTATE
147.96 ACRES M/L IN 22 TRACTS
SATURDAY, NOV. 27 • 10:30 A.M.

TRACT #1 .82 ACRES m/l with older home. Home was
built prior to 1978 and there is the possibility for the
presence of lead base paint. This serves as buyer’s 10-
day notice prior to auction to do inspection.
TRACT #2 14.63 ACRES m/l with several farm buildings
& pond.
TRACT #3 14.65 ACRES m/l of mostly cropland.
TRACT #4 40.05 ACRES m/l of open cropland &
woodland area.
TRACT #5 38.51 ACRESm/l of nice open & wooded tract
with building & 445 ft of road frontage.
TRACT #6 25.54 ACRES m/l nice ag tract.
TRACTS #7 THRU #16 are super nice building lots
fronting Hagan School House Rd. ranging from .71 acres
m/l to .76 acres m/l each.
TRACT #17 #18 & #19 are super nice building lots
fronting Rueben Smith Rd. ranging from .71 acres m/l to
.78 acres m/l each.
TRACT #20 1.70 ACRES m/l, super nice lot with 280 ft of
frontage on Rueben Smith RD.
TRACT #21 1.31 ACRES m/l with 130 ft of frontage on
Hagan School House Rd.
TRACT #22 1.12 ACRES m/l with 120 ft. of frontage on
Hagan School House Rd.

ORDER OF SALE
FIRST - 147.96 acres m/l as a whole
SECOND - TRACTS #1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15, 16, 17, 18, 19 & 20 grouped being 81.48 acres m/l
(West Side)
THIRD - TRACTS #5, 6, 21 & 22 grouped being 66.48
acres m/l (East Side)
FOURTH - TRACT #1 House Tract
FIFTH - TRACTS #2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 by the acre, pick and
choose.
SIXTH - TRACTS #7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,
18, 19, 20, 21 & 22 by the tract, pick and choose.

Site evaluations for septic systems will
be done on all tracts less than 5 acres.

GO TO
WWW.MAYANDPARMAN.COM

LO
TS

HOUSE TRACTACREAGE TRACTS
ABSOLUTE

AUCTION

Hagan Auction Machinery List
HAY – 324 square bales and 135 roll bales.
Case tractor w/ 2 row cultivators, Case tractor, 4
– 16 inch INT. breaking plows, 8 ft. cultipacker,
Morrill wheel rake, McCurdy 10 ton gravity bed,
INT. 10ft disc, 2 - 14ft wagons, New Idea one
row corn picker, Case 3pt. hitch sickle mower,
New Holland tobacco setter, INT. 2 row corn
planter, New Idea manure spreader, INT. 430
square baler, INT. wheat drill w/ small grain box-
es, 8ft. Ezee flow fertilize spreader, 10ft trailer,
18ft. hay elevator, 150 gal. diesel tank w/ pump,
New Holland 352 grinder/mixer, Old dump rake,
corn & grain elevator, wheel rake(parts), One
row tobacco setter, 6 inch Century grain auger,
Morra hay tedder, 4 bottom INT breaking plow,
2 roll bale feeders, 4 calf feeders, approx.. 4000
tobacco sticks, 400 gal. water tank, 2 mineral
feeders, Old cut off saw(belt driven), several old
horse plows, plus lots of hand tools.

ORDER OF SALE
FIRST - 147.96 acres m/l as a whole
SECOND - TRACTS #1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15, 16, 17, 18, 19 & 20 grouped being 81.48 acres m/l
(West Side)
THIRD - TRACTS #5, 6, 21 & 22 grouped being 66.48
acres m/l (East Side)
FOURTH - TRACT #1 House Tract
FIFTH - TRACTS #2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 by the acre, pick and
choose.
SIXTH - TRACTS #7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,
18, 19, 20, 21 & 22 by the tract, pick and choose.

Site evaluations for septic systems will
be done on all tracts less than 5 acres.

GO TO
WWW.MAYANDPARMAN.COM
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Remodeled Mobile Home with a 26 x 40 garage/shop
on 1.13 acres m/l is located at 8440 Hwy 52 Loretto,
Ky. This home has a living room, eat in kitchen with
a small bar, 2 bedrooms and a large bath with utility
hook ups. Extras are new flooring thru-out, new septic
system and kitchen appliances. Call or text Chuck at
270-402-1172 #4304

WE HAVE 2 CONDO LOTS THAT CAN BE
PURCHASED SEPARATE OR TOGETHER.
GIVE US A CALL TODAY, SO WE CAN START
CONSTRUCTION ON YOUR NEW CONDO.
REACH OUT TO MONTY AT 270-402-1176.

TRACT #1 .85 ACRES m/l with older home. Home was built
prior to 1978 and there is the possibility for the presence of
lead base paint. This serves as buyer’s 10-day notice prior to
auction to do inspection.
TRACT #2 14.68 ACRES m/l with several farm buildings &
pond.
TRACT #3 14.65 ACRES m/l of mostly cropland.
TRACT #4 40.05 ACRES m/l of open cropland & woodland
area.
TRACT #5 38.53 ACRESm/l of nice open & wooded tract with
building & 445 ft of road frontage.
TRACT #6 25.52 ACRES m/l nice ag tract.
TRACT #7 THRU #16 are super nice building lots fronting
Hagan School House Rd. ranging from .71 acres m/l to .76
acres m/l each.
TRACT #17 #18 & #19 are super nice building lots fronting
Rueben Smith Rd. ranging from .71 acres m/l to .78 acres
m/l each.
TRACT #20 1.61 ACRES m/l, super nice lot with 280 ft of
frontage on Rueben Smith RD.
TRACT #21 1.31 ACRES m/l with 130 ft of frontage on Hagan
School House Rd.
TRACT #22 1.12 ACRESm/l with 120 ft. of frontage on Hagan
School House Rd.
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